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As background to the selection process refer to the relevant communications 
issued by Surfing South Africa. 
 
Western Province Surfing must comply with these directives to avoid the team 
being disqualified. 
 
Surfing South Africa in turn is accountable to the Department of Sport and 
Recreation who lay down guidelines and targets for sporting codes. Non 
compliance with these guidelines could prejudice the awarding of National 
colours to surfers who compete in international competitions.  
 
The policy applied by the WP in meeting the requirements of the directives is 
as follows: 

1. The person who wins the age group is selected irrespective of status. 
2. The number of development surfers required is reduced by the number 

that have qualified under 1 above. 
3. Any development surfer who places second is automatically selected 

(any non development surfer who finishes second is not guaranteed 
selection)..  

4. The balance of the development requirement is met by substituting 
surfers not selected under 1 or 3 with the combination of surfers who, 
in the opinion of the Selection Committee, will achieve the strongest 
team.  

5. In the event that there are insufficient development surfers in a division, 
the selectors may promote the highest place development surfer in a 
younger age group into the next age group upward. 

6. At all times the selection committee is trying to meet the SSA 
requirements with a team that will be competitive. For this reason the 
substitution of surfers within any age group other than surfers selected 
under 1 and 3 above, will be at the sole discretion of the selection 
committee. 

 
The Grommet Games were specifically formulated to promote transformation 
and development and have run successfully for a number of years.   
 
As a committee we understand the frustrations where there are selections that 
may appear unreasonable or unfair. The fact is that we have to meet 
transformation requirements and in prior years we have had to draft 
development surfers into the team who had not entered.  
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Subjectivity is a fact in surfing from the consistency of the judges to the 
opinions and views of the selecting committee. At the end of the day the rules 
require us to meet certain criteria and this is what we have done.  
 
The rules of this competition require not only development team membership 
but also participation in the events as well, and therefore we cannot create 
positions on the team such as reserves to meet the requirements. 
 
All team selections must be made as fairly and reasonably as possible within 
the constraints of the rules. 
 
 
 
Bruce Anderson 
Western Province Surfing Committee 
 


